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SENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think what's...and I
certainly want to cooperate with Senator Chambers in any way
that he has any type of concerns, and Senator Stuthman also. I
don't think...anyone that knows this senator very well knows
that I would not bring legislation that I think in any way would
bring harm to any citizen of the state of Nebraska or would put
them in any type of jeopardy. I brought this bill because of
the fact that I thought the dentists of Nebraska are attempting
to do what I feel would be a very noble thing. As we talk about
pro bono and the questions that Senator Chambers had, I think
dentists 1in this state do pro bono work on a constant basis. I
think everybody in the medical profession does that. I'm not
sure 1if there's any empirical statistics anywhere that shows
exactly the dollar amount that's done. In hospitals, those
records are kept. They're open for public viewing. In a
private practice, I don't think, unless they share it with their
association, that that is available. And my whole reason for
bringing this legislation was to enable the corroboration, the
collaboration, the cooperation, if you will, from the state of
Kansas, who has established this program, who has the equipment,
and the dentists of the state of Nebraska who say we understand
that we have areas that we don't have professionals practicing
in; we feel that 1it's our obligation, as our practice, as
professionals, that we attempt, and we have found a way to be
able to do this, to serve individuals in underserved areas. I
hate to see this get bogged down in details, if you will, that
would prevent this from taking place and prevent people who
badly need oral healthcare from receiving that care. And 1
certainly, Senator Chambers, Senator Stuthman, understand
concerns, but I have faith in the professionals in this state.
I have put faith in our dentists. They have to have malpractice
insurance. They have to be held accountable, as anyone else
that practices a profession would. Those dentists who come
across because they cross the state line does not avoid their
obligation as far as their practice, their professional
practice, 1is concerned. So I would ask, once again, that let's
not throw up roadblocks to do public health and to do

appropriate professional care for the underserved pecople of this
state.
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